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Introduction
In this issue of the Birds of Mars Digest are images
and comments on the Cruella paintings, an index of the
drawing sheets, and an index of the video shows including
the end credit comments.
I decided that I would end the “8 by 10 Series” in a
deliberate manner. I still have two blank canvases [91, 92].
I’m saving those for something special, I’m not sure what
yet. Now I am working in the Noho Pop style, of which I
will write more about in future issues. These paintings will
all be $20.
I’ve been making video shows, and that has been an
interesting experience. I am going to continue making
them. Now that I am working in the Noho Pop style, I
plan to make more time-lapse videos of painting big wall
pieces.
Chris Gentes
Northampton, Massachusetts
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The 8 by 10 Series
The Cruella Paintings [68, 70, 74, 79, 80, 85, 86]
68 Cruella 1 “Born brilliant, born bad, and a little bit mad.”
70 Cruelaa 2 “I’m just getting started darling.”
74 Cruella 3 Portrait
79 Cruella 4 in progress
80 Cruella 5 “Much to avenge, revenge and destroy.”
85 Cruella 6 “The Future”
86 Cruella 7 in progress
To be shown in Digest #15.
082 Bach
083 Notes
084 Vivace
087 Noho Pop
088 Art Sale $20
089 Pig Pen
090 Allegro Impetuoso
091 To Be Determined
092 To Be Determined
Index for earlier paintings from “The 8 by 10 Series”
1—24: Birds of Mars Digest Number Seven (Apr.—Oct. 2021)
19, 25—32: Birds of Mars Digest Number Eight (Nov. 2021)
33—40: Birds of Mars Digest Number Nine (Dec. 2021)
41—49: Birds of Mars Digest Number Ten (Jan. 2022)
50—61: “Colorcubes” Birds of Mars Digest Number Eleven (Feb. 2022)
62—74: Birds of Mars Digest Number Twelve (March-April 2022)
75—81: Birds of Mars Digest Number Thirteen (May 2022)
68, 70, 74, 79, 80, 85, 86: Cruella Paintings Birds of Mars Digest
Number Fourteen (June—July 2021)
82—84, 87—92: Birds of Mars Digest Number Fifteen
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Comments on the Cruella Paintings

I decided in July that I would conclude the “8 by 10
Series” of paintings in a deliberate way. In the past I
might be working with a particular medium or with a
certain subject and then, for whatever reason, eventually
just stop making paintings in a similar manner. There
usually isn’t any thought in my mind that I have
concluded that series or group of paintings. It usually just
happens gradually over time. It is only when looking back
at the artworks one has created that these groups of
similar artworks are easily observed.
I want it to be different for this series of paintings. I
wanted to make an intentional end to it. I am currently
working in a different manner than when I was painting
most of these works. This new way I am painting is the
result of what I learned when making the 8 by 10 Series,
and now I have begun creating a new group of paintings
based on those experiences. As such, it seems fitting to
create a dividing line between the new works, which I am
referring to as “Noho Pop”—in the sense that it is Pop Art
and I am in Northampton. I don’t necessarily think of
myself as ‘Noho Pop’, but that is how I am going to
identify the art—as if painted by an artist named Noho
Pop. Or it could thought of as the style of art. Noho Pop.
One of the decisions I’ve made about Noho Pop
paintings is that they will be $20, no matter the size or
medium.
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Meanwhile, back in March a friend asked me if I
would make some paintings based on Cruella, from the
movies. I remembered the character from the animated
film 101 Dalmatians. It turns out that there is also a movie
based on Cruella, which features Emma Stone as Cruella.
So I watched both movies and started making studies
and began a few of the paintings. My friend wanted
words—quotes that Cruella said. So I spent a lot of time
working on how to incorporate words into the paintings.
Much of this is documented in previous issues of the
digest. It has to do with working on some other paintings
(Poe, Hemingway) and including words in those paintings
as trial runs. I went down a lot of dead ends, but kept at it.
In April & May I was focused on music studies and
only made a few paintings, which mostly had to do with
musical notation.
By June my friend started asking about how the
paintings were going, and throughout June and all of July
I worked on them. Eventually I was able to finish five of
them (shown here). There are still two more that I am
working on.
At about the time I was finishing the Cruella
paintings I was also working with creating studies for some
mural ideas. Another friend asked me to put in a proposal
for a mural design competition, so I did that and I am still
waiting to hear if we are one of the finalists. So I’ve been
spending a lot of time making studies and working out
ways to paint big images on walls that looked good
enough for street art. From these studies, which involve
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transferring an image on a grid from one size to another, I
began to create artworks of varying sizes. Eventually, I
decided on making some paintings based on these studies
on various size canvases.
In five days I had made fourteen paintings that
looked good, but more importantly I had developed the
process by which these paintings could be created with
relative ease. All of this evolved into the beginnings of
Noho Pop.
But meanwhile I had to finish the Cruella paintings.
Here is what I wrote on July 24, 2022:
I organized all of the 8 by 10 paintings and related
items. I have decided that I am going to conclude this
series this month.
I’ve already made about twenty paintings in the new
NohoPop style, and that is going to be my main focus
when creating artworks for now.
But first I have to finish the Cruella paintings for my
friend. This is a series of paintings that I’ve been working
on for a long time. I started them back in March. At that
time I was thinking that I would be able to quickly make
these paintings since I was moving toward the concept of
making a painting in an hour.
It turned out that in the end everything went well.
There is a lot more to say about these paintings, but
those stories will be told another day. Maybe I will make a
video interview about them at some point down the road
when the last two are finished.
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The Cruella Paintings
As of August 1, 2022 I have completed five commissioned Cruella
paintings, with two more still in progress. These paintings are part of the
larger “8 by 10 Series” which has concluded at 92 paintings.
68 Cruella 1 “Born brilliant, born bad, and a little bit mad.”
70 Cruelaa 2 “I’m just getting started darling.”
74 Cruella 3 Portrait
79 Cruella 4 in progress
80 Cruella 5 “Much to avenge, revenge and destroy.”
85 Cruella 6 “The Future”
86 Cruella 7 in progress
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Drawings [98—170]
June 1-30, 2022
098 Video Show #2
099 Simple Drawing (easy)
100 Consonant Chords +
101 Video Show #3
102 Video Show #3 revised
103 Video Show #4
104 Views Sheet
105 Plan for Keyboard Chart
106 Video Show #5
107 Cruella Lettering
108 2x2 Designs
109 2x2 Designs 2
110 2x2 Designs 3
111 Snoopy Sketches
112 Charlie Brown Dancing Mural Study 6x4
113 Snoopy Dancing Mural Study 4x4
114 Video Show #6
115 Peppermint Patty Dancing Mural Study
116 Animation 1
117 Animation 2
118 Animation 3
119 Study: Woodstock playing piano
120 Study: Lucy w/spray paint
121 Study: Schroeder & Woodstock
122 Study: Cruella lettering
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July 1-31, 2022
123 Videoshow #7
124 Views Sheet
125 Animation 4
126 Animation 5
127 Animation 6
128 Animation Concepts
129 Study: Thing 1
130 Mural Thumbnails Idea
131 Noho Pop 1
132 Noho Pop 2
133 Noho Pop 3
134 Noho Pop 4
135 Noho Pop 5
136 8x10 grid sizes
137 Study: Brainy Smurf
138 Study: Artist Smurf
139 Study: Smurfette
140 Study: Chef Smurf
141 Study: Smurfette
142 Study: Thing 2
143 Study: Cruella Letters
144 Noho Pop Summary
145 Noho Pop stencil
146 Noho Pop stencil with design
147 Study: Cruella, the future
148 Study: Cruella, close up face
149 Study: Sternum Boxes
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150 Study: Ribcages
151 Study: Cruella
152 Study: Pig Pen
153 Study: Cruella
154 Study: Cruella
155 5x7 Process 1 (front & back)
156 5x7 Process 2
157 5x7 Process 3
158 Study: Calvin & Hobbes
159 Study: Calvin & Hobbes
160 Study: Calvin & Hobbes
161 Study: Scooby Doo
162 Study: Tweety Bird
163 Study: Bugs Bunny
164 Study: Tails
165 5x7 summary
166 Study: Cruella
167 Study: Joker Card
168 Study: Daffy Duck
169 Study: Jessica Rabbit
170 Study: Elmer Fudd
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Birds of Mars Video Show [02—09]
Scenes & Music for Films
As mentioned in the last issue of the Birds of Mars Digest I
am working with video again and making weekly video shows.
By doing this I’ve once again realized the impossibility of
documenting artistic activities. For one thing it can be a lot of
work. For example, in the last digest I made a two page spread
of video stills from the first episode. I also wrote comments. That
is all fine and well and at the time was a novel experience—
something new.
But today, as I type this, there are four shows completed
and I haven’t even started making the videos till picture layout in
this digest. I would like to do that for all of the video shows in
order to document them, but that is a lot of extra work to write
out all of the comments. Getting the video stills is easy, but it
takes time to organize everything. And there are seven shows to
do that to.
So, what I decided to do is kind of what I had been
thinking in the back of my mind. At the end of each show I will
write out comments on the scrolling credits. Then I’ll just copy
and paste those into the digest and use those as the comments
here. I’m not going to include the videostills. If someone is
interested they could watch the video I suppose. Plus I can
always add other comments after the comments from the videos.
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Birds of Mars Video Show #2202
Scenes & Music for Films
MPEG-4, 960x540
18 minutes 02 seconds
Comments from end credits:
1. It begins with a new version of what has seemingly become
the Birds of Mars Video Show theme song. I’ll record a new
version of it for each show. I made the titles by experimenting
with different things the computer could do that made the letters
look animated, and then I made videos of videos and edited
those together. Next is some video of a bee and some clover.
This is the nature segment, which will appear in each episode
after the titles, with the theme song continuing.
2. Spoken Word Sound Montage with video of the moon. A
quote by filmmaker Michelangelo Antonioni (1912-2007.)
3. Painting. The painting shown in this episode is “80 Bach”
from the ongoing 8 by 10 Series. The music is loosely based on a
Mozart theme.
4. From the Vault. Birds of Mars at the Parlor Room,
Northampton, December 2018. I found this footage on my
laptop—I’m not sure who took it. Performers are Tommy
Twilite, Jim Gipe, Chris Blair, Win Ridabock, Rufus Chaffee,
and Chris Gentes. The film showing in the background is
"Friends & Strangers" (2018).
5. Photo Essay. I went out late one cloudy afternoon and
documented more street art. Mostly tags. Coincidentally, I
noticed that someone is using the tag name “Bach.” This is not
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me, as some may erroneously suspect, since I just made a Bach
painting. Let it be known that I decided over a decade ago, when
I first began documenting street art, that I would not make street
art myself. I would only document it.
With the exception of the Birds of Mars at the Parlor Room
segment, videography, editing and music by Chris Gentes.
This is now the end of the show.
www.chrisgentes.com
331 words is almost more than one can read in one minute as
the end credits roll by, but one could just pause the video to read
this part.
……………………………………………..
Additional Comments:
After I filmed this someone told me that across the street in the
community gardens there was a rare African Bee or some type
of rare insect. It supposedly made national news. I thought that
unusual that I randomly filmed a bee, and then found out the
next day that there were rare bees across the road. These
unusual coincidences happen frequently if one is paying
attention.
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Birds of Mars Video Show #2203
Scenes & Music for Films
MPEG-4, 960x540
18 minutes 57 seconds
Comments from end credits:
1. It begins with a new version of what has seemingly become
the Birds of Mars Video Show theme song. I’ll record a new
version of it for each show. I made the titles by experimenting
with different things the computer could do that made the letters
look animated, and then I made videos of videos and edited
those together. Next is some video of a bee and some clover.
This is the nature segment, which will appear in each episode
after the titles, with the theme song continuing.
2. Spoken Word. This was me reading a selection from “The
Two Week Book”, a book I wrote in two weeks in January 2020.
3. Painting. The painting shown in this episode is “80 Bach”
from the ongoing 8 by 10 Series. The music is loosely based on a
Mozart theme.
4. From the Vault. Birds of Mars at the Parlor Room,
Northampton, December 2018. I found this footage on my
laptop—I’m not sure who took it. Performers are Tommy
Twilite, Jim Gipe, Chris Blair, Win Ridabock, Rufus Chaffee,
and Chris Gentes. The film showing in the background is
“Friends & Strangers (2018).
5. Photo Essay. I went out late one cloudy afternoon and
documented more street art. Mostly tags. Coincidentally, I
noticed that someone is using the tag name “Bach.” This is not
"18

me, as some may erroneously suspect, since I just made a Bach
painting. Let it be known that I decided over a decade ago, when
I first began documenting street art, that I would not make street
art myself. I would only document it.
With the exception of the Birds of Mars at the Parlor Room
segment, videography, editing and music by Chris Gentes.
This is now the end of the show.
www.chrisgentes.com
336 words is almost more than one can read in one minute as
the end credits roll by, but one could just pause the video to read
this part.
……………………………………………..
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Birds of Mars Video Show #2204
Scenes & Music for Films
MPEG-4, 960x540
18 minutes 57 seconds
Comments from end credits:
1. The show begins with one minute of titles as has become the
tradition. Several viewers have suggested that I shorten the titles
(analytics supports this advice); however, I am going to keep the
one-minute titles for now for a number of reasons. One reason is
so that when the Birds of Mars perform live again I’ll be able to
compile all the one minute intros together for some interesting
background projections. I also recorded a new version of the
theme song. Eventually I hope to have bands I like record
versions of the song and use those instead of me recording a
new version myself all the time. But that costs money unless the
band would just want to do it for arts-sake. Then there is some
nature footage of a red-winged blackbird preening and some
young herons in a nest.
2. From the Vault. Sam Gas Can at Feeding Tube Records (King
Street, Northampton, December 1, 2011). I found this file on my
old laptop and Sam said I could show it here. For an in-depth
interview with Sam about noise music see Birds of Mars Digest
Number 8 (November 2021). I collaborated with Sam on a few
paintings last fall, which are still available if there are any
collectors out there.
3. This is a continuing segment in which I read comments
written about specific paintings in the aforementioned “8 by 10
Series”. This video show features the painting “04 Used Books”.
10x8”. Acrylic on canvas. Collection Gina Gaetz. For this
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segment I am reading the comments about the painting from the
Birds of Mars Digest Number Seven. The piano music was
recorded afterwards, while listening to myself reading. I was
trying to match the mood of what I was saying with relevant
piano sounds.
4. This segment is me working on a painting:[84 Vivace]—based
on “The Four Seasons—Spring” by Vivaldi. The music was a
quick recording I made one day based on the main theme of the
composition. I used different orchestral instruments to give it a
classical sound. The painting is still evolving as I type this. I
worked on it yesterday a little bit and have decided to add some
green and blue.
5. “Video Diaries” Featuring Kaylita and Lucas with some
spontaneous improvisational acting. Shot in one long take in
QVGA, in the manner of the first films of the Birds of Mars
cinema—but for this one I edited down the footage to about five
minutes so that there is somewhat of a narrative. Of the other
25 minutes there is probably enough to make a fifteen minute
movie, which I am considering. However, that version would
include some terrifyingly scary footage that I didn’t include in
this shorter version. Kaylita reads from her journal as well. This
is the second video show with acting in it. Note: I’m going to use
quotes and an underline to differentiate an ‘acting’ segment from
a regular art or music segment. For example, Kaylita also
appears in “American Dream” with Joe from Video Show #1.
6. End Credits. That is what is happening now. Usually this is a
photo montage of street art, but I haven’t seen many new tags
around town, so this segment is just going to be these end titles. I
estimate that I need about 1000 words to fill up the time it takes
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for this to scroll by in three minutes. In previous episodes the end
credits were 1 minute long, containing about 300 words. That
scrolled slightly fast to keep up with while reading. As
mentioned, for this ending I’m shooting for around 1000 words.
I’m at 635 words now.
The song is just a I IV I V7 in E, which would be E A E B7. I
almost added some sax, but I like how it is sounds how it is.
There are a lot of songs that have this progression in them. It is
just a repeated sequence of four chords that continues.
Well, I still need about 300 more words, so I’ll just keep typing. I
realized while typing this out that I could also include this text in
the Birds of Mars Digest when I document these shows there. I
had been typing something differently there, and that felt like
extra work and I was avoiding doing it. But now I realize that I
can just type this info out once. It will make sense here and in
the digest as well. Everything will be fresh in my mind. This is
the way artistic processes occur sometimes. Sometimes things
have to just start and then depending on the results things can be
adjusted. Creativity in this regard is a process, and needs to
happen to evolve. Not everything can be pre-planned.
At a certain point a decision is made and then an action occurs,
and then the consequences of that action are known. In art this
could be the selection of a color of paint, or the kind of brush.
Then something is painted. Then it can be looked at. Then new
ideas occur and new decisions are made.
Well, I still need 150 words. Here is a synchronistic occurrence
that happened earlier. I was walking on a sidewalk when I
chanced to look down, and I saw a dead bat on the ground. The
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animal. I looked at it for some time thinking about a myriad of
things, thoughts bubbling into my consciousness—associations to
do with the animal known as a bat, and here a dead one. I
thought to take a photo, but decided not to. Then, within an
hour, I was talking with someone who was sitting on a bench,
and at their feet on the ground was a bag of tortilla chips that
they had just bought. At a certain point I noticed that the bag of
chips had drawings of bats on it. It was part of the packaging
design for some reason. So there I was staring at a bat on the
ground again. And once again I thought to take a picture and
then go to the other bat and take another picture—to prove it
somehow. But I decided not to do that, mainly because such
action usually opens the door to a cavalcade of new
synchronicities, and that can get tiresome. I am even wary of
typing this out, but I needed some filler. My advice is to ignore
the specifics of the synchronicities as they occur and look more
toward discovering the mechanism that causes them. If you
figure it out let me know, as I am still working on understanding
this mystery.
Now I’m over 1100 words all of a sudden.
Videography, editing and music by Chris Gentes.
www.chrisgentes.com
1149 words.
……………………………………………..

"23

Birds of Mars Video Show #2205
Scenes & Music for Films
MPEG-4, 960x540
18 minutes 57 seconds
Comments from end credits:
For this video show I decided to change the intro titles from a
lengthy one minute to a brief fifteen seconds since all of the
reasons I had for keeping it one minute now seem arbitrary, or I
could just do them anyway, and since I don’t want to be
inflexible just because I had an idea to do something one way, I
changed the length to fifteen seconds.
I visited the heron rookery and made some more video of the
young ones in their nest, but a few days later, by chance, I
discovered a robin nest, so I decided to include that footage
instead.
The music for this part is another version of the theme song. I’m
still having fun recording this tune and plan to keep this as the
theme song, with a new version recorded each week.
The next segment is me reading about the history of the Birds
of Mars Digest and also showing what they look like. The music
was recorded afterwards as I listened to myself read.
This show ends with a “Spontaneous Musical Improvisation”
with Kaylita on vocals, backed by Sir Cecil on guitar, Conga
Bob on percussion and me on tenor sax. This was the last
number of the night at the Wurst Haus in Northampton on June
22, 2022. This was also Ryan’s last night hosting the open mic.
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Lucas, who was in “Video Diaries” appears in the photo
montage as well.
The song playing over these end credits was a spontaneous
recording using the chords E- G A7 and back to E-. I made a
click track and recorded a space piano and then added the other
piano sounds, which were just there from when I created the file
in garageband. I was just trying to add a little bit here and there
to make it sound interesting. At the end the electronic keyboards
seemed to fit best.
Videography, editing and by Chris Gentes.
www.chrisgentes.com
340 words.
……………………………………………..
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Birds of Mars Video Show #2206
Scenes & Music for Films
MPEG-4, 960x540
21 minutes 10 seconds
Comments from end credits:
Titles & Theme Song. For this video show I got the idea to make
an animated title sequence. I am aware that there is software
designed for such a task, but I decided to see if I could find a
different way to do it. I made a few tests, and my first full
animation is the titles of this show. I am going to continue to
experiment with this method to see if I can improve upon my
first efforts. I also made another version of the theme song, as is
my custom. Next show I am going to make a point of adding
some sax to that version.
Sunset. One day there was a beautiful sunset. It was unlike any
I’d ever seen before. I first noticed something unusual with the
sky in Hadley, and later on, in Northampton, I made videos, of
which a few are shown here.
Found a Piano. This segment is about the discovery of an old
out-of-tune piano in the Hotel Northampton. I made a brief
recording to document the sound of it and took a few photos as
well.
Girafa Update. A short video about what ended up happening to
some street art that was made in Northampton in 2006 by
Girafa.
Cosmic Gas Station Ensemble. This is some photos and video I
took of where I was in Florence one day in June 2019. I was
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practicing some punk songs with Rain & Star and then someone
said we were invited to play with Phenomena 256 at the gas
station, so we went over there. ***I do not have all of the names
and information about the musicians in the “Cosmic Gas Station
Ensemble.” My apologies to all involved. Please look for (or add)
that info in the comments section.*****
Atco Records. This is a video/photo montage of record album
covers from an Atco advertisement that was on a record sleeve
from a 1970 Ginger Baker album. I thought this might be of
interest to record collectors and music aficionados. If anyone
reading this would like to make a narration that has information
about these albums they are more than welcome to. My
commentary is mostly about whether I had ever heard of the
bands or not.
For the end credits I am typing this while I am waiting for the
computer to compile all the video segments together and then I
will add them all together and I just realized I don’t have any
music for the end credits. I’ll jut add something that I find
somewhere I guess.
***I do not have all of the names and information about the
musicians in the “Cosmic Gas Station Ensemble.” My apologies
to all involved. Please look for (or add) that info in the comments
section.*****
Videography, Editing, & Narration by Chris Gentes.
www.chrisgentes.com
493 words.
……………………………………………..
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Birds of Mars Video Show #2207
Scenes & Music for Films
MPEG-4, 960x540
26 minutes 30 seconds
Comments from end credits:
This is what I was going to read over the piano music, but then it
seemed better to just have the piano music and no talking at all.
It might sound like I’m just saying this as I think it, but the fact
is, everything I’m saying is already written out. I’m just reading
something that I already wrote. That means it could be anything
since I can think up anything to write. It ended up being this.
This is Bids of Mars video show #7. All week long I’ve been in
situations in which I am thinking that it would be great to have a
video of what is happening around me. I might meet someone
and have an interesting conversation about music or art. And in
my mind I am thinking how great it would be to videotape them
and document what they are saying, and put it on this show.
Here’s an example. The other day I met someone who has an
electric bike and I thought to myself that it would be really
interesting to video him talking about his bike. That’s what he
was doing anyway. He was talking about his bike. The
horsepower and the weight and how far it could travel on a
charge and how what it was like riding it by pedal power alone.
And he wasn’t just talking about these things randomly, but he
was having a conversation with someone who was also
knowledgable about electric bikes, so that person was asking
relevant questions and they were having an informative
conversation. And I was thinking that it would be interesting to
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video that and put it on this video show, since that is what this
video show is about.
But, in the moment I realized that for me to somehow explain all
of this to both of them and then start videotaping would have
changed the dynamic of it. And then I remembered that it is
unlikely that anybody else would find this very interesting, so I
just left it at that. I documented it anyway writing about it.
So as the week went by I was continually looking for things to
include in this video show. I was always looking for something to
document, no matter what else I was doing at the time. And
there were a few things that were interesting. For example my
friend Ryan was painting an old organ piano case. It is an …
organ and these things were made in…. And were …
He was painting it as one paints furniture—a shelf or an object
d’art. Something like that. This was over at the liberal arts place
on Pleasant Street. I took some photos at the time thinking to
make a photo essay like I’ve done in past episodes. Mostly I
wanted to get some video of the writing that was on some of the
knobs. It was interesting font and some of the words were
unusual as well and I wanted a record of so I could look at it
more closely later on.
But of what interest is that? Perhaps interesting as a tidbit of
information, but already it feels as if people would be bored by
this. Even I am bored by this info now. What relevance does it
have? This is at 500 words in a couple of sentences, so I’m going
to read aloud to see how long it takes to read 500 words and
then I’ll know how much more to write to fill up 20 minutes.
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This took about six minutes to read. That means I should
probably write at least 2000 words if I want to fill 20 minutes
with narration. My top writing speed is 3500 words an hour, so
2000 words at that quick pace would take about 40 minutes. I
could set aside two hours to write these 2000 words and really
take my time and craft it. Really make it flow a certain way.
This slideshow is already a lot different than the previous ones.
Right now I am thinking that this might be the way to go.
Instead of worrying about videotaping something to document,
I can just experience that event and then later on I can write
about it and then read this and put it on the videoshow. I kind o
flike this as an idea. It seems like it will have a lot of positive
results. I will try this.
This way I can include anything that I want to mention and now
feel that it has to be a ‘segment’ in the show. I can just mention
it. If there are things that happen that are actual video segments
then I will include those, but if nothing occurs that week, then I
will just write out 2000 words and read that and show some
video over that.
So that is what I am going to do.
Animations.
What I’ve decided to do is talk about some animations that I
made. The animations themselves aren’t that good. It is the idea
of how the animations were created that I would like to talk
about. On June 26, Drawing Sheet # 116—Animation 1 is the
first sheet I made. All of the frames are in sequence on one sheet
of paper. I scan that sheet in and then make a screen capture of
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each frame in sequence, and then I drop all of those into iMovie
and adjust the time each picture is shown. That is the process to
make these animations. So I made a few osf them and
experimented with all of this over the course of a few weeks.
The last animation that I made was on July 3.
It ends up that I made 6 of these sheets. Here are the
animations:
I realized at this point that there is potential in this kind of
animation, but I didn’t want to explore it any further at this time,
in part since there are probably aps that make doing tis a lot
easier than how I am doing it. But, it may be that there are
advantages to how I am making them. I was thinking at the time
that I would make one of these a week, since it only takes about
an hour to draw all the frames. It seems like it would take longer,
but it doesn’t.
I ended up using 10 names a second because iMovie doesn’t let
me reduce the display time for each frame less than one tenth of
a second. Standard frame rates are 12 or 24 frames per second.
I’ve looked at these animations at a lot of different rates and
can’t really say which was the best. I can draw 80 frames on a
sheet of paper, so that is 8 seconds of animation. Three sheets is
24 seconds, about the length of time people don’t want to watch
the title for any longer. That is what the analytics show. So it
seemed that would be a simple thing to do each week.
But then it seemed like all I could do was animate the letters,
and that didn’t seem to be much fun. Writing this now I am
thinking that I could make an animation of something other
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than letters. It doesn’t have to be letters. Maybe I will get
inspired and try animating some things or patterns. Alright, that
is all caught up regarding the animations. This is also in Birds of
Mars Digest Number Fourteen which will be June and July issue
since this seems to be a transitory time.
The other thing that I have been working on is mural design.
Murals are basically large paintings. All of the nohopop
paintings and ideas. I will document that in a future show since
there is a lot to it.
One of my ideas for this video show is to document whatever is
happening. I was at a house party where there was music, and
there was a great band playing and I took some video. I never
found out who they were but I don’t think they would mind if I
put part of their performance on here, but Im going to wait for
now. The next show will be about NohoPop. This one I am
going to end now.
www.chrisgentes.com
1404 words

"32

Birds of Mars Video Show #2208
Scenes & Music for Films
MPEG-4, 960x540
20 minutes 30 seconds
Comments from end credits:
This show begins with the same title as last week.
Then there is some video footage of a band playing at a
basement house show on July 6. If anyone knows any
information about the band please put in the comments, or let
me know and I’ll add that info there. I thought they were great.
This is the kind of music that I like to listen to. The basement
was crowded and I couldn’t get any closer to the band to get
some less obstructed footage.
If I had videotaped all of the bands and music that I’ve heard
lately, and showed just five minutes of each band it would make
a three or four hour show.
I’ve seen a few good noise-style shows at Iconica Cafe on Friday
early evenings. They have really good blueberry muffins as well.
Then I will wander over to Progressions and the Wurst Haus to
see who is playing there. Sometimes there are some really good
street musicians playing. There is usually a blues or rock cover
band outside at the Depot.
On Pleasant Street at the Liberal Arts Pop-up Shop there have
been a lot of good shows on Fridays and Saturdays. I was really
pleasantly surprised one night to see The Leafies You Gave Me
playing there. That was July 15. and I took some photos and a
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little video and edited together this fan montage. I saw them at a
Sonelab/Meat for Tea Cirque event a number of years back and
really since then I’ve been a fan.
On the 17th I was downtown and there was a street band
playing. I went back home and got my sax so I could sit in with
them. Then some street dancers showed up and had an amazing
performance of street dancing. It was amazing! I’m so glad I
videotaped this very fantastic moment.
Meanwhile, Kaylita was coincidentally downtown and it was
decided that she was going to sing with the band if she could
find a mike. Billy M. was gracious enough to bring one over and
Kaylita was able to sing a few songs with the band. Everything
was completely spontaneous.
I could write a lot more about a lot of synchronicities that have
been occurring, but will leave those for a future episode, if ever.
Like how Billy hit every green light from the far side of
Easthampton (which never happens to anyone) when he brought
the mike over, and also how there was a spot open right there
when he got there.
If anyone has more information about any of the performers
please feel free to put in the comments sections or let me know
and I will add that info. Particularly the band at the basement
show. They were on tour, but I didn’t get any information about
who they were. I really enjoy listening to them. And also the trio
playing by Thornes and the dancers.
514 words in 2 minutes
……………………………………………
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Birds of Mars Video Show #2209
Scenes & Music for Films
MPEG-4, 960x540
5 minutes 52 seconds
Comments from end credits:
There is photo/video montage of some of the art I’ve been making at
the graffiti wall at Hampshire College. I’ve been going over there
occasionally to practice working on large size paintings. The last time I
went over there a lot of the characters I had previously put up had been
tagged over. That is what a public wall is sometimes.
I had been documenting what I had been doing, and the last time I went
I thought I’d videotape what I was painting and then speed it up
afterwards and include it in this show.
I made the chalk Snoopy one night near the Brewery, and it was a
women’s birthday by chance and Snoopy is her favorite cartoon and that
really made her night.
Meanwhile I’ve been making a lot of small paintings and working with a
new system of painting. I somewhat accomplished the goal of making
the one hour painting. Now I’m not sure what to do because the method
that allows me to make a small painting in an hour also applies to other
sizes. It actually takes me less time to make a wall painting than a 5x7
inch painting.
The music for this one is a vague version of the Cranberries song Ode to
my Family. I recorded the piano and bass part and then added the sax
part one day. I was thinking that if I go to an open mic I could use the
backing track I recorded myself. Then I could play this song. It’s an easy
progression. Just four easy chords, so if there was someone there with a
guitar I could ask then if they wanted to play it.
297 words in 15 seconds
……………………………………..
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